Name: ____________________________
Task: Your task is simple. You will be looking for background information on topics directly related to “The Cask of Amontillado.” You will use the websites provided to look up and paraphrase your findings (this means write in your own words). 

Process: First save this document in your English 9 folder. If you do not do this, all your work will BE LOST!!! Then simply look at the questions below and use the websites listed to find your answers. Fill these answers into the appropriate boxes.

Task One:  Deciphering the title “The Cask of Amontillado”
· http://www.thefreedictionary.com/cask
· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wine_barrel
	1. What is the function of a cask? What does a cask typically hold?


	2. What does a cask look like? Paste your picture here.




· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amontillado
	3. Amontillado is a rare variety of sherry. Look up the defintion of sherry. 


	4. From what region and country does Amontillado originate? 


Task Two: Who is the narrator?
In the first paragraph of this story, the narrator, named Montresor, vows revenge. He not only wants to make known the wrongs he feels have been done to him, but he also wants to punish the wrongdoer. 

5.  Think about a time when you felt wronged or unfairly treated. In the heat of the moment, did you feel like getting even?  
6. How did you eventually react? Did you get your revenge or did you let it go?
7. Do acts of revenge ever REALLY solve conflicts? Explain your answer.
Task Three: What is the setting of the story?
Setting One: Poe establishes the setting of the story in the following sentence: “ It was about dusk, one evening during the supreme madness of the carnival season…” 

· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carnival
· http://www.examiner.com/international-travel-in-washington-dc/french-roots-of-mardi-gras-celebrations-around-the-world
	8.  Find out why the carnival season is the perfect time for Montresor to get his revenge on Fortunato.
	9. Find and paste at least two pictures of Carnival celebrations.

	a. When does Carnival occur?

b. What typical events make up Carnival?

c. List at least three countries that have Carnival celebration.
	


Setting #2: Montresor lures his “friend”  Fortunado to his palazzo with the promise of a cask of Amontillado 
· http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/palazzo
· http://www.britannica.com/bps/search?query=palazzo&source=MWTEXT
	10. What is a palazzo? (BE DESCRIPTIVE)
	11. Find an example of a palazzo(s) and paste it here. 

	
	


Setting #3: Montresor tells Fortunato he has stored the cask of Amontillado in the Montresor family catacombs. 
· http://www.ibiblio.org/wm/paris/cata/
· http://www.scrollpublishing.com/store/catacomb-pictures.html
	12. It used to be quite common for the wealthy to be buried in catacombs found beneath their estates.  What is a catacomb? Also, find and paste a picture here.
	13. Considering what you just learned in number 12, answer the following question: Where are the Montresor family catacombs located?

	
	


Task Three: Rising Action
Montresor continues to lure Fortunato deeper and deeper into the Montresor catacombs – in search of the cask of Amontillado. What do they encounter? What do they talk about? 

	 The walls of the Montresor vaults are lined with nitre.   Read the information below to find out more about nitre.
	14.  Considering all the research you have done for far, answer the following questions: 

	Nitre is a potassium nitrate salt formerly known as saltpeter.  Saltpeter is composed of the names “Sal” or salt, and “Petrae” or rock.  Literally, salt of the rock.  
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	a. What do you think the air smells like in the catacombs beneath Montresor’s palazzo?

b.   b. What do you think the air feels like in the catacombs?   Is it easy or difficult to breath?

c. Why does it make sense for Montresor to  store his wine in vaults/catacombs beneath his palazzo? (Hint: think about temperature)



· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coat_of_arms
	14. The two men also dicuss the Montresor coat of arms. What is a coat of arms? When did the coat of arms first become popular?
	 The Montresor Coat of Arms

	

	[image: image2.jpg]



Description: “A huge foot d’or, in a field azure;  the foot crushes a serpent rampant whose fangs are imbedded in the heal.”

FAMILY MOTTO
“Nemo me impune lacessit”  

Translation:  “No one provokes me with impunity” 



	Fortunato is curious and asks Montresor if he is a member of the brotherhood of Masons. Read below to find out more about Masons.
	15. Montresor is not familiar with the secret codes and gestures associated with the masons. However, during the conversation, Montresor does show Fortunato that he is carrying a masonry trowel. What is the function of a masonry trowel?  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Masonry_trowel
Also, find a paste a picture of a masonry trowel and paste it below.

	Two definitions:  

A member of the fraternity of Freemasons, a worldwide fraternal organization
OR

One whose occupation is to build with stone or brick;  also, one who prepares stone for building purposes.
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The Symbol for the Freemasons


	


NAME: ______________________________________

Directions: Based on your research, fill in the following blanks. 

“The Cask of Amontillado” is a story set during _________________ season. The streets are full of people dressed up in a variety of ________________ celebrating late into the night. The narrator of the story, _________________, uses this time of celebration to enact his _______________ on a “friend” named Fortunato. To convince Fortunato to come with him to his _________________, Montresor tells him he has acquired a _______________ of ____________________. 

The two men go deep into the Montresor ____________________ to find the cask. Unfortunately, the cold damp air and nitre stricken walls cause Fortunato’s health to rapidly deteriorate. However, Fortunato does not let this deter him from his quest to taste the amontillado ______________. 

During the journey, the two men speak of the Montresor  ___________ of ________, which contains a huge _________  crushing a _________ whose _____ are imbedded in the heal. The motto of the Montresor family is : __________ me impune _________, which can be translated to : No one ___________ me with ________________.
Obviously the nitre infested walls and the large quanitites of wine have begun to affect Fortunato’s abilties to see clearly. Despite being on a mission to find, open, and taste a cask of rare _______________, the only tool Montresor is holding is a ______________ ________________. 

What do you think is going to happen next?
